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Spring Tides
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Events

Happy August!

Music Night–Wednesdays @

While this summer might not be the usual one filled with

5PM, Annis Hill

potlucks, social events, and fundraisers, many are still finding

Power Company annual meeting

ways to enjoy the water and shores of Isle au Haut. We miss the

Aug. 29th

summer visitors who are unable to come this year and we hope

ICDC annual meeting Friday Aug.

that next year will be different and our friends will be able to

21 @ 5:30PM

return from all corners of the globe.

Redemption Day Sept. 5th 8AMNoon
Town Meeting Sept. 14 @
8:30AM

Hours

Reminders:
Wear a mask in all public locations where you may encounter
other people. For the latest COVID-19 updates, please check
the town website: http://www.isleauhautmaine.us/

Lobster Lady: Thurs-Sun 12-5
Island Store: Mon-Sat 12:30-

The burn ban is still in effect due to dry conditions.

5:30
Revere Memorial Library: Mon &

Trash pickup on Sundays (and one Monday, Aug 17th) starting

Thurs 11-2

at 8AM.

Got returnables?
Save them! Redemption Day is
September 5th.
We have partnered with Sedgwick Redemption to
try a one-day bottle drive this year.
The goal is to round up all the bottles and cans on the
island. Do you think we can do it?
All proceeds will benefit ICDC to support the yearround community through housing and microloans.
Below are some guidelines to help you prepare:
Returnables can be dropped off at the town
landing from 8AM-Noon on September 5th.
Please do not drop them off beforehand. This
helps ensure that everything is bagged properly
and the town landing area is kept clear.
If you won't be on the island that day, please
arrange for someone else to drop the bottles off
for you. Or call or email me and we can arrange a

Revere Memorial Library
Opening with restrictions

pickup.
Bottles and cans must be bagged securely in

Mondays and Thursdays 11-2 and by appointment

black contractor bags (you can get these at the

20 minute max visit

store). Please do your best to rinse out your

Please follow guidelines for the Town of Isle au

returnables so they are not smelly. Bags with

Haut, available at the town website,

water, broken glass, or holes will not be

isleauhautmaine.us and at the Library

accepted. We will have some extra bags available

Limit of 2 people or one family at a time

if you need to re-bag at the dock.

Face Mask required at all times

If you don't have enough bottles and cans to fill

Hand sanitizer will be supplied to be used before

an entire bag, leave it open and we will find

coming in the library and when leaving

another bag to combine it with.

Please maintain 6 ft social distancing

We need volunteers! Let me know if you would

We will be there to assist in getting any books

like to help:

that you want to look at

Collect and load bags at the town landing,

Any books returned or handled will be put aside

Bring a load of bags up to Stonington in your

for 72 hrs before being re-shelved

personal boat

No Rest Room available / other rooms in Town

Load bags into the trailer in Stonington,

Hall closed

Or bake something for the bake sale

WiFi is available outside…no password needed

Returnables are beverage bottles and cans

See Librarian for other needs. We are still taking

(plastic, aluminum, and glass) that have a 5¢ or

requests for books for those who would prefer

15¢ deposit on the label. Click here for trash and

having them left outside at the book drop or

recycling guidelines.

delivered. Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding as we open in a way to keep

Thank you for your patience and participation!

everyone safe.

If you have questions, please contact me by email:

Call: Brenda - (207) 335-2979

amaliasiegel@gmail.com or phone: (207) 739-0234.

text cell - (207) 812-1599
email - reverememorial@gmail.com

Lighthouse Update
by Sue Chamberlain
Hello Islanders,
I want to update you on the current status and plans for the Lighthouse. All of
us on the Friends of Isle au Haut Lighthouse and the Town Lighthouse
Committee hoped that the exterior restoration would begin this summer. We
had the money in place thanks to a generous donor who helped us reach the
goal for Phase One. We were all set to roll until COVID-19 inserted itself into our
lives. Once it was clear that the Island did not really want outside construction
crews and the construction firm, Knowles Industrial Services, became
concerned for its workers, Knowles cancelled this year’s work.
This was sad for all of us. So many had given generously. Molly and Alison swam
about 19 miles last summer to raise the money, only to have to wait another
year. Now we are hoping to raise the last $50,000 or so to include Phase 2, the
interior. If we can do that, we can save about $30,000 in costs for staging, crew
lodging, scaffolding, etc. We will try to get some grants, but these too have
fallen on harder times with the economy affecting their ability to fund as many
projects as in the past.
Regardless of what we raise, we are planning next year to at least stabilize the
exterior and start any interior work we can with funds we raise this coming year.
Recently, we were informed that the granite base is more compromised and will
need to be re-mortared on the southwest side to make sure the stones don’t
move. We are currently talking with the engineer and construction firm to find
the best solution. This work will need to be done before the bad weather starts.
All of us involved with the Lighthouse thank every one of you for helping out with
fundraising, cheering on the swimmers, and all other tasks you might have
provided to help us move this project forward. It has been a long haul, but the
end result will be worth it!!
If you have any questions, please contact me by email at
president@isleauhautlighthouse.org.

Solar Project Update
From Jim Wilson
Until Monday we thought we were the recipient of a $218,000 USDA/REAP (Rural Energy for America Program) for
the solar project. A last minute legal question about ownership of the solar array during the first five years of solar
project operation derailed the grant. We’ll reapply next year.
The annual meeting will be on Aug 29; it will be held outdoors and by Zoom, similar to the last meeting. Among other
things we intend to propose to change the number of members of the board, allowing a range between 3 and 10;
we’ll discuss formation of a subsidiary to handle the solar project financing, and we’ll discuss the steps we may need
to take to convert formally to a non-profit. Expect a mailing from the power company/co-op about these proposed
changes to our governance.
We will postpone construction of the solar array till the spring. We are very close to having all the pieces in place but
not quite there. We expect the relevant financial and regulatory loose ends will be signed off and ready to go
sometime in October, paving the way for construction as early next spring as possible.
The plan is to install 300 kW of solar and a 1 MWh super capacitor. We expect 89% to 93% of island power will come
from the array and super caps. The remainder will come from the cable so long as it is connected; when it is not the
extra will come from an enclosed diesel located on Coombs Mt.
We have a very generous, low risk contract with the super cap supplier, Kilowatt Labs. For a 6% down payment we
will get 13 months of operation before we make the first of 6 annual payments until the equipment is paid off. In the
first 30 days the super caps will be subject to a variety of tests meant to replicate the modes of operation we expect
over their lifetime. If they pass we will accept delivery. Over the next twelve months we will operate the super caps in
an extended year-long operational test. If they fail to perform as expected we are free to return them. If they perform
as we expect, we will begin the first of six annual payments. At any time thereafter we can reject the equipment
without penalty but with loss of our expenditures to that time.

Swimming for LifeFlight
On Thursday, August 6th, a group of islanders
are swimming the length of Long Pond as part
of the Virtual Islesboro Crossing 2020. This
fundraiser to support LifeFlight of Maine
normally takes place between Northport and
Islesboro. This year the crossing is going
completely virtual, which means participants
will be completing the swim in different bodies
of water around the state and the country. In
order to be more inclusive, the group chose to
swim the length of Long Pond starting at the
town beach.
You can support the Isle au Haut team by
visiting the team fundraising page at:
https://lifeflight.donordrive.com/index.cfm?
fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=5072.
Thank you for your support! LifeFlight is
critical for the Isle au Haut community and we
hope to show the organizers how much we
appreciate this important service.

